Radial nerve palsy after simple fracture of the humerus.
Radial nerve palsy is a common complication of simple fracture of the humerus. The aim of this retrospective study was to assess the degree of spontaneous recovery and the need for exploration and repair of the nerve. The study included 26 patients with radial nerve palsy after simple fracture of the humerus. The male:female ratio was 3:1 and the median age was 21 years (range 9-79). Three patients had early exploration of the radial nerve in connection with osteosynthesis, and no appreciable damage to the nerve was found. Two other patients were explored later because they failed to recover. This exploration showed damage to the nerve which required further operation. Twenty-one patients were treated conservatively and all recovered well. None needed later operation. Because of the low incidence of nerve lesions we recommend an expectant policy initially.